
Study Area:Kot in Skíðadalur.

Skíðadalur is a valley that separates from Svarfaðardalur.

The earliest evidence of farming in the area was found to 
be prior to the 1104 eruption of Hekla. 

It is thought that the land was used for grazing but not as a 
permanent farm.

Farm was established in the 12th or 13th century and 
abandoned in the 14th century.

The farm enclosure was 70x80 m, just under 0.6 hectares.

Small sizes of farmhouse and the hayfield indicate a small farm.
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About the project:

The research is a part of a bigger project titled: 
Power, Wealth and the Plague in Two Valleys. 
It is a multi-disciplinary study involving scientists from the 
fields of Geography, Geology, History and Archaeology. 
Palaeoenvironmental reconstructions are central to this project.

Paleoecology:
 
Palynology and soil analyses will be 
used to answer some main questions:

· Timing, speed, and extent of colonization after Landnám 
 (settlement) 877 AD.
 
· Changes in agricultural emphasis and social structure.

· Environmental significance of the 15th-century epidemic,
 farm abandonment and environmental change in a 
 broader sense.
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